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MISSOULA --
The status of Montana courts and ways to improve them will be the theme of the 
third Citizens’ Conference on the Montana Judicial System to be held Oct. 15 at the 
University of Montana.
More than 150 people are expected to attend the conference, according to 
Robert E. Sullivan, dean of the UM law school, who is assisting with local arrangements. 
Invitations have been sent to Montana lay neople and the Montana Constitutional 
Convention Commission. Nominees to the Constitutional Convention and the general 
public are invited to attend as observers.
The purpose of the conference is to look at the findings of the two previous 
conferences and review a judicial article being prepared for the forthcoming Consti­
tutional Convention. The judicial article is being drafted following the guidelines 
set by the first conference held in Great Falls in 1966.
The conference is sponsored by the Citizens' Conference for Court Improvement 
under the direction of George Schotte, chairman. The Citizens' Conference was formed 
in 1966 to promote public interest in court reform and encourage involvement in the 
formulation of a Montana plan for court improvement.
The conference, to be held in the University Center, will feature a series of 
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The general assembly speakers include: Hon. Russell E. Smith, chief judge, U.S.
District Court, Montana; Hon. James T. Harrison, Chief Justice of the Montana Supreme Court 
and Catherine Pemberton, delegate to the National Conference on the Judiciary.
Hon. W. J. Jameson, senior judge, U.S. District Court, Montana, will preside at
all conference sessions.
The luncheon speaker will be Joseph R. McFadden, Associate Justice of the Supreme
Court of Idaho.
The afternoon sessions will involve panel discussions on various aspects of court 
improvement. Panelists will be from North Dakota, Washington, Idaho, Colorado and 
Montana.
Invited delegates will receive background material by mail, Sullivan said, including 
a copy of the judicial article now being prepared. Dean Sullivan stressed the need of 
Montana citizens to formulate a plan geared to meet the problems unique to the state.
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